MATERIALS AND METHODS
INTRODUCTION
The brown bear (Ursus arctos) is the most numerous large beast living in the Slovak territory. At the end of the 1920s, they were almost eradicated as their num- The diagnostic methods employed in our study included the flotation method for the diagnosis of protozoan cysts and helminth eggs with the use of flotation solutions according to B r e z a and F a u s t [9] . To diagnose cryptosporidian oocysts in the faeces, we prepared smears and stained them by the Kinyoun method [4] . The samples were examined also by the ELISA method using the commer- Table 1 ).
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From
The highest prevalence of endoparasites was recorded during autumn and early winter months (October-December). In autumn the prevalence was 85.71 % while in early winter it reached 100 %. In the spring, the prevalence was low (33.33 %) and in the summer it increased 2-fold (66.67 %) ( Table 2) . 
DISCUSSION
